Needles — Africa

https://economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Global-Terrorism-Index-2026-

Report.pdf

https://sofrep.com/news/mission-accomplished-undone-africa-corps-loses-ground-wagner-once-

held-in-mali

https://detroitnews.com/story/news/world/2026/04/27/mali-defense-minister-killed-in-major-

weekend-assault/89817757007/

https://adf-magazine.com/2026/07/inims-coordinated-attacks-in-mali-reveal-deadly-doctrine/

https://riotimesonline.com/sahel-security-crisis-2026/

https://thesoufancenter.org/intelbrief-2026-may-27/

https://aljazeera.com/amp/news/2022/4/5/mali-military-foreign-fighters-summarily-execute-300-

people-hrw

https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/05/1136607

https://crisisgroup.org/brf/africa/somalia/b2 12-new-chapter-same-stalemate-somalias-war-al-

shabaab

https://hiraalinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Somalia Security Report FINAL.pdf

https://stimson.org/2026/southward-creep-the-sahel-insurgency-reaches-coastal-west-africa/

https://adf-magazine.com/2026/03/jnim-presses-into-coastal-states/

https://nbcnews.com/news/amp/rcna202015

https://thesoufancenter.org/intelbrief-2024-november-20/

https://acleddata.com/ga/ga-islamic-states-pivot-africa
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Cunningham — China

https://www.iea.org/reports/global-ev-outlook-2026/executive-summary

https://fortune.com/2026/09/10/china-ev-sales-global-markets/

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2026/aug/17/china-economy-slowdown-signs-extending

https://apnews.com/article/china-autos-exports-evs-cars-5b01cbd4763eb40al1186¢1365b71190

https://abcnews.com/Business/wireStory/chinas-car-exports-8-months-surpass-2025-total-

136328066

https://www.usnews.com/news/business/articles/2026-09-10/chinas-car-exports-in-first-8-

months-surpass-2025-total-as-ev-sales-soar

https://tradingeconomics.com/china/auto-exports

Muchow — Iran

https://abcnews.com/International/bloody-crackdown-appears-quelled-iran-protests-

now/story?1d=129287014

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/mar/28/iran-pro-regime-demonstrations-detained-

people

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/9/7/the-domestic-armed-threat-facing-iran

https://www.npr.ore/2026/09/11/¢-s1-142935/iran-us-war-jobs-economy

https://tradingeconomics.com/iran/inflation-cpi

https://www.euronews.com/2026/09/14/iran-seizes-assets-0f-240-dissidents-and-journalists-as-

protest-arrests-top-6000

https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/iran-update-september-8-2026/
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https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/iranian-president-says-he-does-not-support-continued-war-

urges-strengthening-country-s-resilience/4054289

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202608252645

Williams — North Korea

https://therecord.media/north-korea-hackers-ransomware

https://en.sedaily.com/society/2026/08/20/north-korea-linked-hackers-breach-102-korean-

institutions

https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20260514005500320

Koliba — Sudan

https://www.jurist.org/news/2026/09/un-fact-finding-mission-warns-foreign-support-is-fueling-

sudans-war-and-intensifying-civilian-suffering/

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/9/3/foreign-fighters-and-external-support-fuel-sudans-

war-un-backed-probe

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cjel2nn22z90

https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/power-strugele-sudan

https://www.rescue.org/article/crisis-sudan-what-happening-and-how-help

https://africacenter.org/spotlight/sudan-conflict-armed-actors/

https://www.fpri.org/article/2025/07/foreign-influence-is-fueling-the-war-in-sudan/

https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/foreign-support-drones-fuel-sudan-war-possible-war-

crimes-un-probe-says-2026-09-03/
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