Robbins — Russia

https://www.aljazeera.com/amp/news/2026/10/20/lavrov-backs-tehran-but-does-russia-also-gain-

from-the-us-iran-crisis

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/eurasia/lavrov-pezeshkian-discuss-russia-iran-strategic-partnership-in-

tehran/4093858

https://russiaspivottoasia.com/russia-iran-bilateral-relations-october-2026-update/

https://en.mfa.ir/portal/newsview/796355/Iranian-Russian-FMs-discuss-bilateral-ties-regional-

developments-in-Tehran

https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2022/7/27/russias-new-economic-escape-route

Ferrell — Japan

https://www.mod.g0.1p/is/pd/2026/p20260929 0le.pdf

h ttps://www.militarytimes.com/global/asia-pacific/2026/10/05/us-marine-corps-anti-ship-

weaponry-to-see-exercise-action-on-remote-japan-island-near-taiwan/

https://www.scmp.com/news/china/military/article/3370210/how-expanded-japan-us-military-

exercises-could-complicate-pla-planning-over-taiwan

https://www.armyrecognition.com/news/army-news/2026/us-marines-deploy-nmesis-anti-ship-

missile-system-on-japan-island-closest-to-taiwan-for-first-time

Cantwell — Russia

https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/gulf/2026/10/19/russias-lavrov-heads-to-tehran-as-gulf-

states-press-moscow-over-iran-attacks/

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/10/19/russias-lavrov-to-discuss-us-war-and-regional-

security-during-tehran-visit

https://www.euronews.com/2026/10/19/lavrov-backs-iran-hours-after-trump-says-russia-doing-

very-little-to-help-tehran
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https://www.cbsnews.com/live-updates/iran-war-us-trump-talks-russia-strait-of-

hormuz/?intcid=CNR-01-0623
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